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A TRIBUTE AND A WELCOME. 


HEN the cat’saway the mice w7// play, and we seize the opportunity 
\~) of the Journal’s brief location among the rank and file of our 
membership to voice our acknowledgment and gratitude for the 
achievements in the cause of Philately of those who may be termed the 
giants of our Society ; to offer a most cordial welcome back to India to 
our President and to two of our Vice-Presidents ; and to rejoice that the 
results of well-earned and well-enjoyed holidays have already made their 
mark on the cause to which we are pledged. 


We allude, of course, to the eminently satisfactory announcement in 

our January number of the institution of a real national collection of 
- Indian stamps in Calcutta. It is no secret that this is a great deal more 
than a coincidence with Mr. Corfield’s return to the country, and if the 
Society may claim a reflected glory from the success of a distinguished 
member we will unhesitatingly inscribe our latest triumph at the head 
of our list of good deeds. We have gone one better than the Society on 
which we barely ventured to model ourselves and have produced a living 
thinginstead of amummy. Ihe national collection is probably some way 
off first class standard, but it is growing rapidly, and,a living dog is better 
than a dead lion. A special cause for congratulation is that the collection 
is in the hands of such a catholic philatelist as Mr. Corfield. We believe 
that the day of the lonely furrow postalist, short though it has been, is 
nearly over ; and that a strong current has set in back to times when the 
telegraph and fiscal issues were considered necessary for the comple- 
tion of a collection. Fortunately for the British public the Tapling 
collection was formed before the more circumscribed fashion came in, and 
the collection contains a number of telegraph stamps that are now absolute- 
ly priceless. Certain philatelic work, notably the second part of Gibbons’ 
handbook on St. Vincent, and articles that have appeared in the Monthly 
Journal on British East Africa, is of very mediocre value owing to the 
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issi f information dealing with the considerable portions of the 
ee ropriated for fiscal purposes. Though the 
eee Ha S He : less intimately connected with the fiscal 
postal issues of British India aredess inti y Seis, ea 
issues than in most countries, yet we think the coming ge : 
live to bless Mr. Corfield’s breadth of view. We hope to publish Bi. 
the collection’s wants from time to time, and the immediate response t = 
has already been received to intimations of a few of the more prominen 
lacune gives promise that these lists will not be very long. | . 
The mention of the telegraph issues brings us to the subject of the 
return of our President who has been entrusted with the investigations 
necessary for the proposed combination of the Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Departments. This will entail the decease of telegraph stamps, and Pro- 
bably no one will regret them more than he. It would bea sufficient 
claim on our gratitude that we owe our existence as a Society to 
Mr. Stewart-Wilson, but we are beholden to him for infinitely more. 
He has kept us going for nine years, steering us through more shoals and 
quicksands than the public wots of, and we seem to be in a state of 
suspension while he is away, piling up our difficulties in complete con- 
fidence that when he comes back he will smooth them out. Mr. Stewart- 
Wilson subscribes to fashion only to the extent of possessing a magni- 
ficent specialised collection of postage stamps. He is a pioneer in all 
three branches of Philately, as readers of the Journal have no doubt 
discovered for themselves. 


We also extend a hearty welcome back to our Vice-President, Sir 
David Masson, whose crown contains so many leaves besides Philately. 
To possess ¢e authority on ¢he most difficult countries in the world is 
something of which the Society is justly proud, but how many of his 
admirers know the drudgery he so willingly undertakes, and gets done 
even in his absence, namely, the collection of our subscriptions ? Perhaps 
only those who have seen the pathetic remark “6th application ’’ at the 
top of their bills. We appeal to them to remember that each application 
means something out of the treasurer’s brief and well-earned hours of 
leisure. Weare mostly poor men in India, earning our bread literally by the 
sweat of our brows, and it is only by prompt and ready combination of 
resources that the work of the Society can be carried on. There is lots 


to be done, and we have at hand those who are willing to do it, as soon as 
the wherewithal is forthcoming. 


It will be asked, how have we managed to exist without these weighty 
supports for so long ? It would have been very nearly a case of ‘‘ answer 
came there none,’’ but for those twin souls of the South, Messrs. Wetherell 
and Tancred. The Philatelic learning of the former and the irrepressible 
sparkle of the latter have found their way into almost every stamp paper 


printed in the English language, and we tender them our grateful thanks 
for having kept us going so strong. 
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The Philatelic Society of India. 


HE annual general meeting of the Society was held at Mr. Larmour’s 
residence, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 6th, and adjourned to Friday, 
the 9th March, 1906. Mr. C. Stewart-Wilson took the chair on each 

occasion at 6 P.M., and the Hon’ble Mr. C. F. Larmour and Messrs. J. A. F. 
Burrup, W. Corfield, C. H. Crosse, Th. Hoffmann, Gordon Jones, E. Sassoon 
Gubbay, and N. Zalichi were present. Mr, P. A. Selfe wrote regretting 
his inability to attend. : 


Mr. Larmour said :— 


“I would take this opportunity of proposing that we tender our hearty congratulations 
to our President, Mr. Stewart-Wilson, on his promotion to the appointment of Director- 
General of the Post Office in India. From the ability which Mr. Stewart-Wilson 
has already displayed in the several important appointments he has held and the high 
state of efficiency to which he has brought the departments under his control, we augur 
a very successful career of usefulness in the position to which he has been called. In 
our congratulations however there must of necessity be a slight touch of sadness and 
regret for ourselves. His gain is our loss, for while the country obtains the services of an 
excellent officer we lose a most painstaking President. Mr. Stewart-Wilson has been 
closely connected with our Soceity since its foundation, and whatever success we have 
obtained and whatever work has been done by the Society is mainly due to his personal exer- 
tions. He has never spared himself trouble in his capacity as President of the Society or 
Editor of our Journal, and we owe him a deep debt of gratitude for his services. It is 
gratifying to know that he will continue his connection with us as our Honorary President, 
and I have no doubt that although he is relieved of his executive duties his interest in the 
Society will continue unabated, and we shall always be able to look to him for counsel 
and assistance. I beg now to propose that Mr. Stewart-Wilson be elected Honorary 
President of this Society.” 


The meeting responded to Mr. Larmour’s request with acclamation. 
Mr. Stewart-Wilson in reply said :— 


Gentlemen,—It is with a feeling of much sorrow that I address you to-day for the 
last time as your President, a post which, owing to your kindness, I have now held ever 
since the Society was started nine years ago. I do not require to be reminded of the 
shortcomings in my administration of the Society’s affairs, for perhaps no one knows them 
so well as I do. But still I feel that those years have not been without something to 
congratulate ourselves on, We are fairly old now, but when we began life we had a small 
membership and not very sanguine hopes as tothe future. Now we may say without any 
fear of being accused of undue pride that we hold an honourable position among the philatelic 
societies of the world. It is a source of natural pleasure to me to think that I have been 
associated with the Society during its healthy adolesence and that I may count myself as a 
contributor towards its present highly respectable position. But while my share has been 
specially prominent in the eyes of the philatelic public owing to the position in the Society 
which I have owed to your very kind votes for so many years, I speak with no false modesty 
when I assure you that the credit I have had has not been at all commensurate with 
appearances. Never has a President had a more devoted body of office-bearers, and 
never, | would add, have these officers done so much good, solid work quietly and 
unobtrusively with the one common object of furthering the purposes of the Society. 
You will know in your minds the gentlemen to whom I specially refer, without whom 
my position would have been an impossible one, and to whom I owe my very best thanks 
and the Society owes even more. I have thought it right not to again offer myself 
for the post of your active President mainly because, as you know, Government has seen 
fit to do me the honour of entrusting me with duties which seem to be inconsistent with 
holding any active position in a Philatelic Society. You need not, however, go far to 
find my successor, who is far better fitted than myself to take command. He has been 
ready to hand in the person of our distinguished Vice-President and Honorary Treasurer, 
Sir David Masson, whois not only one of the most remarkable philatelists of the day, 
but who has administrative abilities of a kind which are rarely found. Sir David enjoys 
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i ists 1 d the gratitude of the 
spect of philatelists in all parts of the world an 
Beene ee of India, and his election to the honourable post of President can only 
shed lustre on us. I accept with pleasure the unique honour-which, at the suggestion 
of my old friend, Mr- Larmour, you have just conferred upon me. 


st had the pleasure of attending one of our meetings you were good enough 
to on ine aioe aod myself with the task of arranging for the publication of our 
Magnum Opus on the “ Adhesive Postage and Telegraph Stamps of India.” It is now my 
duty to report what has been done in this connection. | To begin with, I have pleasure 
in informing you that Mr. Hausburg has completed his part of the work so far as the 
materials at our disposal allow him. 1 propose that Mr Crofton be asked to undertake 
the telegraph portion of the book, and I know that I can safely promise him all help from 
Mr. Hausburg and Mr. Phillips during his stay in England Mr. Crofton has been hard 
at work at these stamps for some time now and has added greatly to the nucleus of 
knowledge which I had been able to collect. It will be best in every way that his 
efficient pen should write the telegraph section. I shall, of course, be more than pleased to 
do all I can to facilitate his task, just as I have already done in the way of collaboration 
with Mr. Hausburg. I think that we can reasonably hope to see the book out by Novem- 
ber next. 


Now about the method of publication. Through the kind assistance of Mr. Hausburg 
we had the advantage of an extremely generous offer from one of our Honorary Members, 
Mr. C. J. Phillips, of Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ld. That firm have undertaken to produce 
the book for us at their own cost without the smallest expense to the Society, and will 
further present each member of the Society with a free copy. Further, they have under- 
taken to produce the book in such a style that it will certainly beat anything hitherto 
attempted in the way of philatelic publications. The book will be richly illustrated in the 
very highest style of photogravure, and the general “ get up” will be such that we shall be 
proud of it. I ask you to confirm our action and to allow the Honorary Secretary to thank 
Mr. Phillips and Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ld., for their most generous offer. Further, I 


ask you to allow Messrs. Hausburg and Crofton to complete any details in the arrange- 
ments in your behalf. 


While in England I had to take upon myself the decision of a rather delicate matter 
which required to be decided at once and so could not be referred to India in time to be 
laid before the Council in the ordinay way. I refer to an effort to advertise ourselves at 
the forthcoming Philatelic Exhibition in London. We require this for three purposes, 
to extend our membership, to help the sale of our publications, and to extend the number 
of our advertisers. Our excellent Agent in England, Mr. W. T. Wilson, most kindly 
offered to do all this, in the thorough manner for which he is so well-known, on our 
contributing a small sum towards the: cost of a Dealer’s Stall at the Exhibition. The 
sum he asked for was so small that I felt that I could undertake to accept the debit 
on my own responsibility. At the same time, however, I trust that you will accept the 
debit against the Society’s funds and thank Mr. Wilson for his very advantageous offer, 


which | can easily attribute to his feeling that as an Honorary Member he wished to 
meet us on other than purely commercial lines. 


Before I sit down I want to ask you to elect two of our members, to whom we owe 
a vast debt of gratitude to the post of Vice-President. 1 refer to Mr. Wetherell who has 
worked for us so long and in a way which is beyond all praise, and Mr. Hausburg who 
has devoted so much ungrudging labour to our book. 

Further, I wish to propose the 
select list of Honorary Members. 
position as a philatelic dealer secon 


addition of two names to our very small and very 
The two are M. Bernichon of Paris, who holds a 


d to none in the world, and who is, if he will allow 
me to say so, what we English call a “first class fellow.” The other is Signor Dr. Emilio 
Diena of Rome, the author of numerous works on philately which are of the greatest 
value, one of the finest philatelists 


of Europe and as “good a fellow” as M. Bernichon. 
[ feel that, in bestowing on these gentlemen the only honour that we have it in our power 
to bestow, we are honouring ourselves, 


Now that Mr. Crofton is leaving India for a time the honorar 
vacant. It is a post which requires a great deal of hard work and self 
is better fitted to fulfil both of these conditions than that veritable * 
Mr. Corfield, who is by no means new to the duties. 


I propose that, with your kind consent, they may bet 
work with us and for us. 


y secretaryship falls 
sacrifice, and no one 
pillar” of the Society, 
As to the other officers of the Society 
aken as re-elected to another year of 


“1 will now call on our Acting Secretary to be so ood as to re is ki 
investigations into the difficult matter of a orinter for the Jodhiet a sfen townie, - hare 
been forced by the desire of our old printers and ublishers, Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co 
to determine their agreement with us. Mr. Corfield will also be good enough to present 
the accounts as prepared by the Honorary Treasurer and himself. ® \ 
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The several matters arising out of the Chairman’s speech were then 
dealt with. 


Arrangements for the publication of the Philatelic Journal of India 
after the March number were discussed and left in the hands of the 
Honorary President, the Editor and the Secretary. The reported arrange- 
ments with Mr. W. T. Wilson were approved on the lines of his letter of 
the 12th January 1906 to the Honorary Treasurer. 


Progress on the ‘‘ Adhesive Postage and Telegraph Stamps of British 
India’’ was reported, the work being practically ready for the printers. 
The meeting approved the arrangements above referred to for its publica- 
tion before the end of the year by Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ld., London. 


Owing to the non-receipt of statements from the Society’s English 
Agent the annual accounts could not on this occasion be presented, but 
a provisional review of the financial position disclosed a fairly satis- 
factory result. 


M. Bernichon of Paris and Signor Dr. Emilio Diena of Rome were 
elected Honorary Members of the Society. 


Mr. Larmour was specially thanked for the gift of a handsome book- 
case for the Society’s library and it was announced that the Secretary- 
ship of the Dum-Dum Stamp Exchange Clubhad been taken up by 
Mr. A. G. Cardew, I.c.s., Ootacamund. 


A scheme for a philatelic exhibition-in Calcutta during the next cold 
season formulated (by invitation) by Mr. B. Gordon Jones was for 
financial reasons reluctantly declined. 


After several other items of business had been disposed of the 
following honorary officers were appointed for 1906-1907 :— 


Honorary President, Mr. C. Stewart-Wilson, 1.c.s.; Preszdent, The 
Hon. Sir David Masson, Kt. ; Vice-Presidents, The Right Hon. the Earl 
of Crawford, K.T., Mr. Wilmot Corfield, Mr. L. L. R. Hausburg, the Hon. 
Mc. C. F. Larmour and Mr. E. W. Wetherell ; Zreasurers, the Punjab 
Banking Co., Ld.; Secretary, Mr. W. Corfield ; Librarian, Mr. T. 
Hoffman ; Editor, the ‘‘ Philatelic Journal of India,” Mr. E. W. Wetherell ; 
Council, the above (ex-officio) and Major W. Barrett, p.s.0.; 1.8.C; Mr. 
J. A. E. Burrup; Mr. J T. Chamberlain, ‘I-c.s.; Mr. C.S. F. Crofton, I.c:s. ; 
Lieut.-Col. G. F. A. Harris, t.m.s.; Lieut-Col. C. P. Lukis, 1Ms., and 
Lieut. A. E. Stewart. 


Mr. Corfield exhibited, with the permission of the Trustees, the 
collection of the Postal, Fiscal and Telegraph Stamps of India and the 
Native States, now in course of formation for the Victoria Memorial Hall, 
and the beauty and extent of the collection elicited the admiration of 


the meeting. 


Philatelic Society of India. 
The following has been elected a Member of the Society. 
Mr. JULIAN YOUNG, 


Personal Assistant to the Chief Engineer, 
E. I. Ry., Calcutta. 
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Court Fee Stamps. 


FURTHER NOTES. 


fiscal stamps, two varieties of rough hand-stamped court fee 

surcharges are referred to, and a jist of the values found of each is 
taken from Roussin’s catalogue. The two surcharges are illustrated 
(Nos. 31 and 32) from copies in our possession which came from the 
Rouissin fiscal stock. Our publication is being reviewed at some length in 
the Builletin Fiscaliste, and in regard to these two provisional issues the 
Editor states: “These stamps have been catalogued by Roussin, but we 
have some doubts about their authenticity, and we are surprised they 
are generally met with without holes since Court Fee stamps are always 
punched. We think we know that these stamps have been put on the 
Paris market by an amateur collector doing some exchanges.”’ 


The origin of these stamps has long eluded research but they have at 
last been traced to Madras and if, according to M. Forbin l’Hoste, the size 
of the punch holes is any guarantee, they will surely take the first place 
for genuineness. The used stamys are almost all hole. Further up on 
page 30 of our book the sentence “The same surcharge, but without the 
bars is found vertically in black on the 4as. foreign bill, first issue ” 
refers to another Madras production. 


Cone. the bottom of page 30 of the Society’s monograph on 


The printings of the Madras Court Fee provisionals are as follows: 
the numbers represent sheets of $0, sheets of the embossed issue being 
counted as half sheets :— 


(a) FOREIGN BILLs. 


8as. 


2as. | 315.| 475. | 6as, 12as} 17, tar. 2r. | 3r. | 47. | Or. | 8x, | 127.) 187.) 247, 

January 8th, 1876 it ,152]°5.. |RjyT26) Gee ~-OB et]... 
April £S70*| B26} 56). Gto| 28) °WO9) <i 4a. es gs: 4 oe, | bane I eee diss ae Gee 
May 1870 1s] Mere 598] ... | 298) 38) 3-2) r2y) rox] 152) 118] 40) 24] 42) 17] 13 
June LOZO: foo. bear | BPS .0. SRM TA] | Soh sere Yaar aed is dol yO] ee 
July TO7O sel wes 225)... “Bere Wii. GQ) owes" Son Pewee doe 
Set. 1970-— Feb, 2 S18 7h} vie bees, dort) ek AEOS| Sco. lee pate eel Soke oa ane 
April 1871—June 1871 el Svs 118, 6) 85 Sirc¥s Bl ieeeeet we 26) ss 
August 1871~--Sept. 1871 SA) D9). _ Ob. isc) Sheers < v6 IR Se 
October 1871 4 Si; 1O0|. 25) e855] 90) > O8laG s Al cee 
November 1871 site rta|.,.: 75) oa Fs ae 
December 1871 40] ... 30 

TOTAL oe 2,117) <5 3203| 101)1,643, 94 434. 141 rot} 185) 368 40| 324] 262) 267; 44 
Destroyed March 1872 | ... | ee ee ee | ee 45; 4. eel eens 9| 64) 38% 304] 37) a i 

a. | Ba 


(6) PETITIONS. 


January 8th, 1870 . 82% sheets of 8as, 
May 27th, 1870 ... 387% sheets of 17. and 499% sheets of 2”. 
Destroyed March 1872 (Foreign Bills and Petitions together), 


4 sheets of @as., 123 sheets of 1”., 10334 sheets of ars 
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(c) RECEIPTS. 


January 14th, 1870 +++ 300 sheets of ¥%4 anna receipt. 

March 25th, 1871 * ss 76 sheets of 1 anna receipt. 

April 13th, 1871 ++ 13 4, Of ta. receipt and 77 of ta. revenue. 
August—Nov., 1871 «+ 203. ,, Of Ia. revenue. 

May 22nd, 1872 we IO 4, Of a. receipt. 


Nearly 287 sheets of the 4 anna were destroyed. 


(2) SHARE TRANSFERS, 


May 11th, 1870 ++ 12 sheets of 12as., 55 of 12., 50 of 2a., 50 of 3a. 
(e) PostaGeE, 


The 2a. postage stamp is found with Court Fees in thin sanserif 
capitals in black on acurve. Probably the ra. also exists but the printings 
of postage stamps could not be traced in the records. 


No petition stamps are yet known in spite of a large number of 27s. 
stamps having been seen. According to the above printings five out of 
six 2 rupees stamps should be petitions and the best explanation is that 
the whole of the petition surcharge was removed by the huge punches 
already referred to. 


The three varieties of receipt stamps have Court Fees in small red 
fancy capitals measuring 22x2!'% mms. and the 3as. Share Transfer has 
the same surcharge but vertical. The other values Share Transfer have 
not turned up. On the Foreign Bills the following surcharges are known :— 
Type 32. Downwards in black on embossed foreign bills. 4as., 17., 47s. (All Die A), 
Type 32. Downwards in black on 2nd issue F. B. surfaced. 2, 4, 8as. 


Type 32. Upwards in black on 2nd issue F. B. surfaced. 2, 4, 6as. 


Type 32. Downwards in red on 2nd issue F. B. surfaced. 2a., 3a., 6a., 8a., 12a, I”., 1%9r., 
Ss 3Fi, OF .¢ Way L2Kig TOF 24K. 


Type 31. Upwards or downwards in red on the same. 2a., 4a., 8a. 
Another similar type but measuring 40x 6mm. upwards in red on same. 4a. 
Another measuring 48 X 6mm. downwards in red on same. 4a. 

All the foregoing stamps of the second issue have the words “ foreign 
bill ” cut off except a few copies of the 1 rupee in Type 32 in red. These 
are not cut but the word “‘ foreign ” is ruled out with two lines in pen and 
black ink. Those stampsthat have both the words ‘‘foreign” and ‘‘bill’’ at 
the top, have only the top cut off. All these provisionals seem to be done 
with hand stamps as the surcharges on pairs are not parallel. The job of 
stamping nearly a million by hand would only be undertaken in India and 
perhaps only in Madras. It was done in the paper currency office, and 
the dates given above show the days on which the stamps were handed 
over to the surchargers from whom they must have been received back a 
few days or weeks later. 

It is interesting to compare these issues with those of Bombay and 
the orders of Government mentioned in the Society’s book. The form of 
surcharge, type-32, was evidently as close as possible an imitation of the 
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Calcutta sample, type 1, and is of the same dimensions. The issue of 
share transfer stamps of the 11th May 1870 is in compliance with the 
Government of India’s orders of the 22nd April, arid the number of the 
1, 2, and 3as. overprinted are much the same as in Bombay. Madras 
took the lead in surcharging the petition of which the 27s. value was as 
much a white elephant there as elsewhere. It is somewhat surprising 
that neither Bombay nor Madras surcharged the customs stamp which 
was just then rendered obsolete. 


—————_— 


R. STEWART-WILSON supplied us some time ago with some 
in interesting details of the forgeries of the first permanent Court 
Fee issue. The story of the Lucknow too Rs. is this. On 14th 
April 1879 a mancame to the Treasurer of the Calcutta Stamp Office and 
offered to sell for Rs. 93 a Rs. 100 Court Fee stamp which had been 
pledged to him on a loan of Rs. 60 which had not been repaid. The 
stamp looked the wrong colour (too dark) and was kept for examination. 
It finally turned out to bea good forgery. The police eventually succeeded 
in tracking down the forger, one Hussain Bakhsh of Lucknow, who had 
traced the stamp very carefully, transferred it to stone, ‘‘ engraved ” the 
stone and had taken impressions one by one on the best paper he could 
buy. He did the watermark by abrasion. The papers on the case say 
that the Queen’s head was not good, but it was punched out in most 
copies. The forgery was inuse for over 3 years before it was detected, 
and it was ascertained that between 500 and 600 had got used, over 
a wide area from the Punjab to Calcutta but chiefly in Lucknow and 
adjacent districts. The forger got 17 years and his accomplices were also 
convicted. The same gentleman seems to have forged another Rs. 100 
stamp of which 1o were found, a Rs. 20 stamp of which 2 were found and 
two Rs. 10 stamps, one good and the other bad, of which 5 and 16 were 
found respectively, all used on Court papers. Some forged Rs. 2 and Rs. 7 
Court Fee stamps were also found in Roorki in June 1879, and there was a 
photographic forgery of the Rs. 4 stamp in Kaira in 1879 or 1880. The 
jatter we presume to be one of the Nadiad productions which had filtered 
into the next district. 


\)" have come across the King’s Head 1 anna Court Fee with two 
cuts in the margin, thus completing the set of four plates; and we 
are indebted to Mr. A. B. Kay for a one anna Queen’s Head, with 
British Somaliland surcharge, having one cut under the third stamp of 
the bottom tow, a position not hitherto recorded. The jas. King’s Head 
has also been found without cut, so that of the values with broken Jubilee 
line, there are two plates in use of the 3a., 27., 37, 4r., 57. and one plate 
of the 1”. 2a., 1”. 8a., and 6”. values. 


ce 3 


An Auction of Zanzibar Surcharges. 


| seems only the other day, and it was certainly in this century, 
that we visited a shop about six feet square in Churchgate Street, 

Bombay, to buy some Zanzibars from an obscure Mahomedan, who had 
just returned from there with a number of sheets of all values. We 
contented ourselves with taking a single copy of each at 25 per cent. over 
face, except the 2% annas provisionals of which we took strips of three 
showing each of the three types, and it has since occurred to us to wonaer, 
especially after reading the account of a most extraordinary auction of 
these surcharges, whether we would have been any wiser to have invested 
more. 

This aucticn was conducted by Messrs. Ventom, Bull and Cooper on 
the 7th December 1905, in London, and the 374 lots fetched between them 
nearly £630. At first sight this enormous sum for such a country would 
seem to offer a great inducement to collectors to follow in the footsteps of 
this accumulator, but we candidly confess that our admiration for the 
results of his methods is distinctly qualified, and we sincerely hope in the 
interests of what is best in stamp-collecting, that he will have as few 
imitators as possible, to which end we shall try and pick some holes. 

In the first piace the ‘collection ’’ is bloated to the last degree. The 
object seems to have been to get three or four duplicates of every trivial 
variety, and such items may be found as ‘‘.2% as. inverted q for b and small 
z, fifteen mint and eleven used.’ The whole thing looks like a big 
dealer’s stock (which perhaps it is). 

Secondly, with the exception of the first printing of 1895 which 
included the Zanizbar and Zanzidar errors, all these trivialities have 
absolutely no philatelic interest in the way they were displayed. There 
is not a trace of any attempt to separate the printings by plating which 
alone could excuse the inclusion of a duplicate when it formed one of 
an overlapping pair or block. There is not a reconstructed pane in the 
whole lot of thousands of specimens. 


Finally, we should like to criticise the financial result, but unfortunately 
the account of the auction to hand does not mention the number of mint 
copies in many of the lots. Among the 5 rupees surcharged on India, a 
mint block of four showing types, face value £1 6s. 8d. fetched £1 8s., 
four copies with antique Z, two mint, fetched £1 45., and nine copies 
including four mint, face value £3 fetched £3 5s. There are about seventy 
copies of the 5 rupees value mentioned and at a rough computation 200 
each of the values up to one rupee, so that the total face value is over 
4120, and the stamps fetched about five times face or one-half the 
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catalogue value of the same number in the cheapest variety. Taking one 
description of stamp at random, namely, 2% annas on 4 annas of 1897, 
the 165 copies fetched £35 128. against an average catalogue price of 
£165, 2... a little over one-fifth: while against the minimum catalogue 
price of the same number in the cheapest variety, the price works out to 
nearer one-fourth than one-third. 

Since it would be hard to name any other group of stamps of which 
mint copies cannot confidently be expected to fetch at least half catalogue, 
we think our little effort to throw cold water on the accumulation of this 
kind of rubbish is not without a certain amount of justification. 


Somaliland Remainders. 


HE leading philatelic papers at home have recently had some very 
‘¢ strong remarks to make about the advertised sale of British 
Somaliland remainders. One of the mildest of these attacks 

is that of the London Philatelist. It runs as follows :— 


“The British Somaliland were provisional issues. How far they were all really 
required for public use, or how many of the official surcharges were actually called for 
in this somewhat primitive region, remains for the future to disclose. They were, 
however, created, and the authorities also were aware that the larger the number of 
varieties, the larger would be the demand by stamp collectors. This they confess, 
as in their circular they expressly state that ‘there appear to be many misprints in the 
surcharges !’” ‘& 


It behoves us, as representing (geographically) one of the accused 
parties, to make some reply to these charges. We recognise in the pro- 
posed sale of remainders merely the coping stone of the pyramid of 
philatelic crimes which have disgraced these issues, and we have no 
desire to stem the torrent of abuse for, though some of it may be not 
quite accurately directed, the extraordinary bungle made by the chief 
actors in the drama goes perilously near constituting a big fraud on the 
public. Our readers will remember that in our last issue, written before 
the news of this proposed sale reached India, we characterised a Govern- 
ment dealing in its own stamps as partaking of the nature of obtaining 
money by false pretences. 


British Somaliland used to be part of India just as Aden is now. 
The question of handing it over to the Foreign Office was apparently 
raised in 1901, but the change was not effected until June 1903. The first 
issue of provisionals was printed in the former year, and the provision 
of stamps two years before there was a post office is an offence to 
philately which can only be explained away by supposing that the eventual 
creation of the post office was decided upon in 1901. If it was sufficiently 
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certain to warrant ordering provisionals, it was certain enough for 
ordering a permanent issue which would have been received long before the 
actual opening of the-post office, in which case the provisionals would only 
have been of the harmless ‘‘ prepared for issue’’ variety. Hence, which- 
ever way one takes it, the existence of the first issue as remainders is 
inexcusable. Secondly, the quantity of the first issue ordered was presume- 
ably calculated to last for the few months while a permanent issue was 
being prepared ; as it was still untouched in 1903, it was equally sufficient 
to last over the interval even if the permanent issue were not ordered 
until the establishment of the post office was an accomplished fact, so 
that the printing of the second issue in May 1903 is still less excusable. 
The existence of such large remainders of the first two issues dooms 
to failure any argument in favour of the necessity for the third issue. 

Having decided for their own reasons on these issues, the Foreign Office 
proceeded to ask the Indian Government to carry them out. It can, of 
course, be urged in exculpation of the latter that they only did what they 
were asked. We doubt whether they would be grateful for this defence. 
Personally, we should consider it more dignified to accept the responsibility 
for our actions than that anyone should go about saying we were madea 
cat’s-paw of. Thestampswere supplied. They were supplied, as asked, in 
quantities representing a hundred years’ consumption by the normal 
population. Though large quantities of all but the %a. and 1a. were in 
stock, a second and a third issue, each with its special characteristics and 
redolent with errors were supplied. Large numbers were “ used to order,” 
larger numbers still were sold to dealers, a few were really used, and 
there are plenty left. When we add that the Foreign Office knows some- 
thing about stamps since it has been dealing in ‘“‘ Levants’’ for many 
years and that the Indian Government shows itself capable in its gazettes 
and blue-books of turning out quite first-rate printing work, we complete 
our statement of the case and can proceed to draw conclusions, 
commencing with what there is to be said in favour of either party. 

So far as we are aware the sale of the remainders was not contemplated 
until long after the stamps left India. The responsibility in this matter 
rests solely on the Foreign Office, with the extenuating circumstance 
that much temptation was laid in their way by the quality of the material 
supplied them. That there were sufficient remainders to be worth selling is 
also due to the Foreign Office, but that there were So many varieties as 
to call forth the unblushing advertisement of errors is due to the Indian 
Government. It is as inaccurate to hold the latter guilty of the sale as it 
would be to charge the Foreign Office with the manufacture of errors. 

We cannot for a moment admit the faintest suspicion that the errors 
and varieties were deliberately faked by the Indian Government, but our 
patriotism is shocked by such a widespread advertisement of bad work- 
manship, to find a parallel to which it is necessary to go to Guadeloupe 
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or Zanzibar. We regret that our Government continues to employ an 
incapable establishment in a country where minute accuracy and attention 
to detail is obtainable more easily and cheaply tkan almost anywhere 
else. We also regret that they continue to ignore or be ignorant of the 
very wide interests that are now bound up in the word “ philately.” It is 
only the thousand miles by which we are separated from the manufactory 
that renders possible the existence of the second of these alternatives. 

We may ask why the Foreign Office went for their stamps to the 
worst conceivable market. It is possible that printing is done in 
Calcutta slightly cheaper than in London, but any saving in this direction 
must be far more than counterbalanced by the double insurance charges, 
the double packing in air-tight cases, and the manifold extra handling 
and counting, even if all saving in cost was not trivial in comparison 
with the difference in quality of the article supplied. It is the duty of a 
Government not to give an order for work without being satisfied 
that the agency selected is fit to carry it out, or without seeing samples. 
We can hardly imagine that such samples as the Government of India 
could produce, namely, the conyentioned states surcharges, would have 
satisfied the least exacting customer. 


We had written thus far when the news came to hand of the sale of 
the remainders of the “Officials.”. Nearly the whole of these were secured 
by Mr. H. L. Ewen for £2,700, which works out to just three times face, 
and unfortunately Mr. Ewen is making a very good thing out of them. 
We say ‘unfortunately’ not because we grudge him in particular a profit- 
able speculation, but because we fear the success of this deal will result 
in establishing sales of remainders and will undo all the good that was 
done by the boycott of the Virgin I. and St. Helena. We could have 
wished that Mr. Ewen had offered the same resistance to temptation as 
others of the trade, and that the collectors who rushed for the scarcer 
varieties at 75 times face had shown a similar restraint. Mr. Ewen has 
published detailed figures of the remainders soid. It appears that less 
than one-sixth of the first issue was disposed of before they were with- 
drawn from use. Of the debated second issue, the numbers unaccounted 
for are 976 of the %a., 496 of the 1a., 17 of the 2a@., 16 of the 8a., and 21 
of the 1 rupee. Subtracting from these four sheets of the 4a. and two 
sheets of the 1a., the remainder is 16 copies each of the %a., 1a. and 8a.: 
17 copies of the 2a., and 21 copies of the 1 rupee. We tentatively pifer 
the suggestion that these six sheets of the Yea. and ta, are lying hidden 
somewhere, and that 16 sets of all values were distributed by favour. It is 
true that Messrs. Bright & Co. have recorded the sight of the whole set 
used, but it is quite likely that one or more of the 16 sets, suggested to 
have been given away, were “used to order,’’ or rather cancelled by favour. 


Messrs. Whitfield, King & Co. report the receipt of official information 
that the second issue was never put to use. 
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New Issues. 


E think it hopeless to attempt to keep up to date in recording the- 
changes of paper and watermark in the current colonial stamps, 
but the following is an epitome of the position at the begin-. 


ning of February. 


Antigua eee 
Bahamas eee 
Barbados 
Bermuda 

B. C. A. im aa6 
British Guiana ... 
Br. Honduras _... 
Cayman Islands ... 
Ceylon ... sie 
Cyprus eee 
Dominica ose 
E. A. and Uganda 


Falkland Islands 
Gambia ve 


Gibraltar 


Morocco, A. eee 
Gold Coast see 
Grenada oe 
Hong Kong see 


Jamaica 
Lagos. eee 
Leeward Islands 
Malay States 


Malta 


Mauritius ‘ 
Montserrat see 
Natal . eee 
N. Nigeria “ 
Oo. R.C. e 1 
St. Kitts Nevis : 
St. Helena 

St. Lucia 

St. Vincent “ 
Seychelles vee 
Sierra Leone ’ 
Somaliland eee 
S. Nigeria ve 


Straits 
Transvaal 
Trinidad 


Turks Islands __.. 
Virgin Islands ... 


All values C.C. 

No multiples yet. 

Kd. 4d, 1d., 24d., 6d., 8d., 2/6, multiple, unsurfaced 

No multiples. 

” ”? 

Lory BC, 46s, 56-5 Obey L2Gn BAl ABS, 606. 
surfaced ; Ic., 96¢., 2°40 $ chalky. a tee tii 

I¢., 2¢, multiple, unsurfaced. 

$d., 1d., 2$d., 6d., 1s., multiple, unsurfaced, 

All values multiple, unsurfaced ; 5c. chalky. 

All values multiple, unsurfaced. 

All values C.C, 

All values below Ir. multiple, unsurfaced ; 4a., 1a 
24a., 32, 4a., chalky. fi 

All values multiple, unsurfaced. 

$d., 1d., multiple unsurfaced. 

Yd. 1d., 23d, 3d., Sd., 73d., 10d., 1s, 25., multiple, . 
unsurfaced. 

4d, 1d., 2d., Is, 25., multiple, unsurfaced ; $d., 1d. 
chalky. 

5¢., 10¢., multiple, unsurfaced ; 5¢., 50c., 1f., 2., chalky. 

1d., 2d., 3d., multiple, shioor Noa sO ae 

3d., 1d., 2d., 24d., 3d., 1s., multiple, unsurfaced. 

All except 1¢, 12¢., 3%, 5%, multiple, unsurfaced ; 
2$, 38, 59, chalky. 

4d., §s., chalky. 

All except 2$d., multiple, unsurfaced; 1d., 24d, chalky. 

3d., multiple, unsurfaced. 

1¢., 2¢., 4¢., 8¢., 10¢., 20¢., 50¢c., multiple, unsurfaced ; 
3¢., 8c. 10¢., chalky. 

Yd. 3d., 1d.. 2d., 24d., 44d., 5d., 15., multiple, un- 
surfaced. 

2c., 4¢., 6c., multiple, unsurfaced. 

$d., 2d., 3d , 6d., multiple, unsurfaced ; 23d., chalky. 

4d., 1d., 4d., 6d., 1/-, 2/6, multiple, unsurfaced. 

All except 10s., multiple, unsurfaced. 

All single CA. 

$d., 2d., 24d., multiple, unsurfaced. 

All single C.C or CA. 

All values multiple, unsurfaced ; $d., 1d., 1s. chalky. 

d., 1d., 1s., multiple, unsurfaced ; 6d., chalky. 

All single CA. 

1d, multiple, unsurfaced. All values chalky. 

All values below tr., multiple, unsurfaced. 

All except 10s., multiple, unsurfaced ; $d., 1d., 4d., 6d, 
chalky. 

Nig 3b bry 8-4 2HC 4 30C-y 1%, 5$, multiple, unsurfaced ; 
4c, 10¢., 25¢., chalky. 

4d., 4d., 1d., 1d., 24d., 1s., multiple, unsurfaced ; 240, 
4d., 6d., 1s., chalky. 

jd., 1d., multiple, unsurfaced ; 4d., 1d., 2$d., 1s., chalky. 

$d., 1d., multiple, unsurfaced. 

All values multiple, unsurfaced. 


a54 «2 
The King’s Head stamps for which markedly enhanced prices are 


-quoted are :— 


-Cayman Islands... .. 6d., and Is., single, quoted at 2/8 and 4/8. 

“Ceylon oe ws 2565 147, 2Kr., single, quoted at 1/9, 8/-, 13/4. 

Cyprus ay wes OP+y 18f., 450., single, quoted at 26/8, 16/-, 26/8. 

B.E.A.andU. ... vu. 3@ §@., 8a., single, quoted at 5/4 each. 

Gambia a .. 3@., IS., 25., Single, quoted at 1/4, 4/-, 10/8. 

‘Morocco, A. nee ... Ip and 2f,, single, quoted at 6/8 and 26/8. 

Grenada Sea ws. I5., quoted at 6/8. 

‘Lagos ce ... 60., IS., 2/6, 5/-, quoted at 6/8, 10/-, 46/8, 26/8, and 
the 10/- not priced. 

Natal AY «-. 2/6, quoted at 8/8. 

St. Vincent a ... I/-, quoted at 5/4. 

Sierra Leone “ee . I/-, 2/-. 5/-, quoted at 5/4, 10/8, 26/8. 

S. Nigeria am .. 20., 24d., 6d, 15., 2/6, 5/-, quoted at 1/4, 1/9, 2/8, 5/4, 
9/4, 26/8 and the £1 at £10. 

Transvaal ead ... I/-, multiple, quoted at 6/8. 


Similarly also the bewildering changes of watermark and perforation 
from the Australian Colonies are quite beyond us. There are two types 
of Crown and A watermark, one used in New South Wales and the other 
in Victoria, West Australia and Tasmania. The perforation of the 
former is 12 x 11% and of the latter either 11 or 12% 


Commemoration sets are expected from Barbados and Grenada. 


We YDERABAD is producing a new issue similar in general design to 
yy the previous one, but the stamps are inscribed, “postage’’ 

instead of ‘‘post stamps,’’ and the characters in the centre are 
-on a plain white ground. 


HE Army Official surcharge on Sudan Stamps is giving place to 
| Army Service. 


A MONG foreign countries the principal novelties are— 


Austria in ... Being issued without the shiney bars. 

Brazil dee ..«» On watermarked paper. 

Denmark ose « 3, 4 and 5 ore. 

Egypt iva «+» On chalky paper. 

Tunis a + A picturesque set with a view of a mosque through a 


Mauresque arch on the low values and the ruins of 
Carthage (?) on the high values (double size). 


Germany vee -«» On watermarked paper. 

Holland see --+ Postage Due provisional, “50 cent.” on 1g. diagonal 
surcharge. 

Roumania ae ..» 2 lei, black and brown. 

Siam : 


ee +» I att. and 2 atts. on 14 and 28 atts. re 
Various Portuguese Colonies sor, blue, 757. brown on yellow. respectively, 


- Review. 


E have received from Messr\. Whitfield, King & Co. the sixth 
edition of their Universal Standard Catalogue of the Postage 
Stamps of the World.* This catalogue may be described as a 

list of prime varieties, since all minor varieties are omitted, no notice 
being taken of the various gauges of perforation and varieties of type. 
It is, therefore, an ideal catalogue for beginners, who are often bewildered 
by the mass of detail found in other catalogues. The list is purely alphabe- 
tical, the illustrat ons are numerous, and the printing good. Great 
rarities are priced not because they are in stock, but as a guide to 
values. One note strikes us as important, it is to the effect that “in 1895 
a series of stamps with values expressed in cowries was made on a type- 
writer by missionaries in Uganda, but as they are purely private locals 
we have omitted them.” 


A very useful pronouncing Vocabulary is appended, but we have to 
throw our little stone at one or two of the pronunciations. For instance 
Perak, we are told, should be pronounced Pérak, but surely the ‘k’ is 
always pronounced as an‘h’ in the Malay languages, and the same 
remark holds good for ‘Sarawak’ which should be pronounced ‘ Sarawah. 


Again, Patiala is certainly not pronounced Pa té a la, and it is very 
doubtful if the true pronunciations could possibly be indicated by any 
arrangement of English letters and accents. 


We cannot too strongly recommend this catalogue to the notice of all 
collectors who do not wish to bother about minor varieties. 


R. F. J. MELVILLE, the President of the Junior Philatelic Society, 
has kindly sent us a review copy of his latest publication: 
“The Postage Stamps of the United States of America.”’t 


As the prefatory note states—the reason for its publication is that . 
there is no other handbook on these stamps issued at a popular price, 
and it is explained that the book is intended to present in a simplified 
form matters which are not new to the specialist. 


The twelve collotype plates are absolutely perfect. 


*The Universal Standard Catalogue of the Postage Stamps of the World, 6th Edition, 1906, Published 
by Messrs, Whitfield, King & Co,, Ipswich, Price 15, 6d. 


+The Postage Stamps of the United States of America, by F. J. Melville, Published by the Junior 
Philatelic Society, 4, Portland Place, North Clapham, S. W. Price 1s, 6d, 
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Each issue is prefaced with interesting notes concerning printers, 
contracts, &c., and each stamp is described and a note made about the 
portraits from which the stamps are copied — thus for example ‘ The 
ninety cents blue shows Washington after Trumbull’s painting’’ and ‘‘ The 
one cent (1870) has a large profile portrait of Franklin from a marble 
bust by Rubricht.” Although the work makes no claim to contain much 
original matter, we can greatly compliment Mr. Melville on having pro- 
duced a most useful guide ata popular price and one which should be 
in the hands of all who are interested in the Stamps of the great republic, 
and even non-collectors should get a copy and frame the plates as perfect 
works of art. 
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Notes and Extracts. 


EADERS and advertisers of this Journal are requested to note that 

this is our last number to be printed and published by Messrs. 

Thacker, Spink & Co., Calcutta. Next month we hope to announce the 
arrangements made for our future appearance. 


SIR DAVID MASSON writes— 


“I have seen an envelope bearing the seal-impression mentioned by the Pioneer as 
taking the place of Kabul stamps. The seal used is our old friend the barred obliterator, 
which did similar service for a short time about three years ago. I do not think there is 
great probability of the latest stamps being again reverted to, as the stone from which they 
were printed is much worn, and recent sheets are so blurred as to be sometimes illegible ; 
nor is the use of seals, with the consequent facility for fraud, likely to be continued long ; 
so we are likely to have a new series of Kabul stamps soon.” 


R. D. FIELD reports in the West End Philatelist, his discovery of the 
50 cents and 3 dollars Perak surcharged Federated Malay State. 


FEW months ago a paragraph went the rounds of the Indian daily 

papers to the effect that the Cashmere State had decided to purchase 
a collection of Cashmere Stamps for £500 for presentation to H. R. H. 
The Prince of Wales, but a week or two later it was announced that the 
project had been abandoned. We wonder, if this had anything to do 
with the following extract from the Monthly Journal :—“ We have recently 
been shown a collection of the stamps of this State, for which, we are 
told, its owner paid a very long price in India. Every one of them was 
a forgery, in one of the fraudulent circular and rectangular types.’’ , 


| ae the Monthly Journal :-— 


Gwalior.—Messts. Ram Gopal & Co. show us specimens of the Ya. 
Queen’s Head and King’s Head, with the Service overprint, on 
which the last character of the second word is so defective as to appear 
like a different character altogether. On the copy of No. 101 only the 
upper left-hand portion of the character is deficient, but on No. 128 only 
the upright stroke, with a short cross bar at top and a bit of carved line 
at bottom, is visible. 

Bhopal.—Mr. B. Gordon Jones writes to us as follows :—‘‘I send 
you a curious stamp to see. It was in usein Bhopal for a week ondy, 
and is a ‘mourning’ stamp, issued at the time of the late Queen 
Victoria’s death, to commemorate the event. It is decidedly rare.’’ 
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The stamp enclosed is new to us, but examination of it leads us to be- 
lieve that our correspondent has been misinformed as to its history, and 
we should suppose that the story is intended to give additional interest 
to a new edition of one of the numerous resuscitations which Bhopal 
has been foisting upon collectors during the last few years. 


The stamp is in the design of type B in the catalogue as redrawn 
recently. It is not, however, from the same stone as the impression 
just referred to; the specimen before us has a margin which 
shows it to belong to the bottom row of a sheet, but it is not identical 
in type with any of the varieties in the bottom row of our sheets. 
The impression is in mauve on thick white laid paper, and the copy 
appears to be used, and on part of an original envelope. It also has the 
current form of embossing, a very important point. 


Queen Victoria died in January 1901; the late Begam of Bhopal 
died in the following month of June; the current form of embossing 
came into use under the present Begam, it is dated ‘‘ 1320’’ (April 1902 
to March 1903), and we first’saw impressions of it in February 1903. 
No stamp with that embossing could possibly have been issued at the 
time of the death of Queen Victoria! Besides, is it at all likely that an 
obsolete design, the most unsuccessful ever adopted by the State, would 
have been resuscitated for such a purpose, or that, if a commemorative 
stamp was issued in the early part of 1901, it would have remained 
unknown until now ? | : 


Nowanuggur.—Mr. Phillips.shows us two varieties of fairly successful 
imitations of the 144 anna, Type 1, of this State. They are not identical 
in type, one of them being apparently copied from the illustration in the 
catalogue, while the other was probably copied from a clear specimen of 
the original ; but as the first is printed in drown and the second in dark- 
green and bcth have a nice clean-cut perforation, they should deceive 
nobody. The only thing right akout them is the paper. 


R. L. L. R. HAUSBURGH, whose address is Rothsay, Weybridge, 

England, writes that he has been endeavouring to plate the 2s. green, 

1858, and the 2s. blue on green, 1864, watermark 2, Victoria, for some 

years. He would be glad to see pairs, strips or singles, in bad as well 

asin good condition. Perhaps any of our readers who possess any of 
these will be good enough to lend them. 


Mr. Hausburg is also wanting the loan of photographs of the 4 as. 
India, first issue, in all three spacings, in pairs, blocks or single 
specimens with marginal inscriptions. Also pairs or strips of the six 
annas foreign bill surcharged ““POSTAGE”’ in letters 3mm, high, and 
pairs or blocks of the % anna service provisional on receipt stamp, 
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Er Is not often we stray outside the ring fence, but the occasion is 
really rather a special one. We have recently found, buried in the 
ground, about ten thousand silver coins of Nahapana, the first of the 

Western Satraps, who flourished in the first century A. D. The coins 

are im good condition and bear inscriptions in Greek, Bactrian Pali. and 

Kharosthi. They are of extreme archeological value, being about 

1,800 years old. If any of our readers are interested in these things, we 

shall be happy to give further information. 


) (i American Journal of Philately is publishing an interesting series 

of articles by C. A. Howes on the Native States stamps under 

the title “Some Stamp Designs.’’ The articles do not attempt to 

deal with the stamps from a_ specialist standpoint, but the history of 

what the designs are meant to represent is given fully and interestingly 

with a quite marvellous avoidance of blunders. The latest instalment 
deals with the various Holkars and the Jaipur chariots. 


i London Philatelist for January which, we note, celebrates the 

new year by appearing on a new kind of paper, has a complete 

history of the Universal] Postal Union from which we take the 
following extracts relating to India :— 


The General Postal Union was formed on July Ist, 1875. It had been in existence but a 
few months when the vast territory of British India wished to become a member of the Union 
on November 15th, 1875. A conference was called together at Berne early in 1876 to study — 
the terms on which British India could be allowed to enter the Union, and France also 
made a proposal to Jet her colonies join. The negotiations were protracted, chiefly owing 
to the very intricate question of the sea postage, which India’s Postal Administration in- 
sisted on charging besides the Union rate of 25 centimes. The result of the conference 
was that British India and the French Colonies joined the General Postal Union on July 
Ist, 1876, on the same terms as the other Governments already forming part of it, with 
the exception, however, that each country had the faculty of charging for the corre- 
spondence with British India and the French Colonies and véce versd, an additional sea 
postage, the maximum of which had not to exceed half the ordinary Union postage. An 
allowance of 25 francs for each kilo of letters and postcards, and 1 franc for each kilo 
of newspapers, books, samples, &c., was agreed upon in favour of the Postal Administra- 
tion carrying out the sea transit. The sea postage was reduced to 25 centimes at the 
second Congress in 1878. A conference met in Paris on October gth, 1880, to study the 
question of establishing a parcel post. The delegates of British India declared that no 
parcel post service existed intheircountry. In spite of many difficulties, a treaty was drawn 
up which came into force on October ist, 1881, in Europe and on April Ist, 1882, in India. 


ar has been definitely arranged that the next Congress of the Postal Union 
shall be held at Romein April. This Congress was originally fixed for 
1904, but was postponed until 1905, and yet again foranother year. The 
Post Office of India will be represented on this occasion by two delegates, 
Mr. Kisch, who retired from the Indian Civil Service towards the end of 
1904, and Mr. Doran, Postmaster-General, Bengal. Mr. Kisch has re- 
presented the Indian Post Office at two former Congresses and Mr. Doran 
was his colleague at the Washington Congress held in June 1897. 
N a recent issue we stated that the doubly printed half-anna_ Indian 
| Stamp (an illustration of which was kindly sent by Messrs. Whitfield, 
King & Co., of Ipswich),was ‘printers’ waste.’ Messrs. Whitfield, King 
have given us proof that these stamps were actually purchased in the 
ordinary way at an Indian Post Office, and therefore the stamps were 
genuine and extremely rare errors, and we hope that our disparaging 
remarks, written unfortunately in ignorance of the facts, have not caused 
our readers to neglect these stamps, but if so, that this note will rein- 
state these interesting stamps in favour. 
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Correspondence. 


To the Editor of “ THt PHILATELIC 
JOURNAL OF INDIA.” 


DEAR SIR,—I beg to enclose in original 
herein, the letter sent to me by Messrs. N. 
Yaar & Co. of Amsterdam, relating to the 
surcharge “3” on the 6d. stamp of the 
Orange Free State, for your information 
and publication in the Journal. 


I beg to remain, Dear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
E. SASSOON GUBBAY. 


49, PARK STREET, 
Catcutta, the 18th February, 1906. 


E. SASSOON GUBBAY, Esq., 
Caicutta. 


DEAR SIR,--Thanks for your kindness in 
forwarding photo. of copy of the O. F. S. 
stamp. After a careful examination we 
regret to inform you that the surcharge “3” 
is a rank forgery. That this surcharge was 
put on before the stamp was cancelled is 
undoubtedly true, but it seems that some 
people in O F. S were making some very 
rare surcharges at the time. This surcharge 
moreover has no reason of deimg, as there 
was no need of using the 6d. value for 
surcharging purposes, the 4d. stamps and 
5/- stamps were at the time always used 
for this purpose. Thanking you for your 
kindness. 


Yours truly, 


N. YAAR & CO. 
AMSTERDAM, 


November 6th, 1905. 


To the Editor of “ THE PHILATELIC 
JOURNAL OF INDIA.” 


DEAR SiR,—In your issue of November 
1905, you state with regard to the photo. ofa 
block of six Indian % anna stamps doubly 
printed sent by us that “it seems extremely 
improbable that such a flagrant double print 
ever left Messrs. De la Rue’s premises. as an 
issued sheet, it seems much more likely that 
it is printers’ waste although it was obtained 
in India.” We have the assurance of the 
gentleman from whom we purchased the 
stamps, and who some time ago held a high 
post in the Indian Post Office, that he 
obtained the stamps from a Bengal Treasury 
through the Superintendent of Stamps at 


Calcutta about thirteen or fourteen years 
ago, and that he paid the value of the whole 
sheet of stamps in the Calcutta General 
Post Office. 


Yours faithfully, 
WHITFIELD, KING & CO. 
December 27th, 1905. 


To the Editor of ‘THE PHILATELIC 
JOURNAL OF INDIA.” 


Sir,—e your remarks in the last Journal 
on some Indian varieties listed in Scott’s 
new Catalogue. 


The 8 pies and 4 as. black, cut in halves 
diagonally, and used on letters, should really 
not be catalogued under “India” at all. 
They are both products of the Straits Settle- 
ments, where Indian stamps were in use 
for some time in an unsurcharged condition, 
prior to the first issue of 1867. These half 
stamps were apparently officially recognised 
by the Straits’ postal authorities, as their 
use appears to have been fairly common. 


The postal rate from Singapore to England 
seems to have been 7 annas, corresponding 
closely to the then Indian rate, 6 annas 
8 pies. (The rate from England out here 
at that period was 10 pence, equal to 6 as. 
8 pies at Io rupees to the pound.) 


The half 4 as. stamp is usually found 
along with three other complete stamps on 
the cover, making up 14 annas, a double 
rate letter. I have looked over several of 
these early Straits’ covers, and they always 
carried stamps making up 7, 14, 21 or 28 
annas, and where Registered, had an addi- 
tional 2 annas. For instance two 8 annas 
stamps denoted a double rate registered 
letter ; 30 annas (three 8 annas and one and 
a half 4 as.) a four rate registered letter, and 
so on. I do not remember seeing many 
2 annas stamps among these, so possibly that 
value ran short at some period, and the 
half 4 annas stamp was allowed to be used. 


The half 8 pies stamp is rather a mystery. 
I have only met it occasionally among these 
Straits’ covers, and then it was usually in 
excess of the 7 annas or its multiple rates. 
Presumably it corresponded in value to the 
“1% cents” which were later in the first 
issue of the Straits’ stamps, and possibly 
may have been used for a “late letter” fee. 


Yours faithfully, 
B. GORDON JONES. 
CALCUTTA, 
15th February 1906. 


